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Celebrating 35 years

9 January to 10 February 2010

Opening: Saturday 9 January 16.00 -18.00
Galerie De Witte Voet is celebrating 35 years of success with an impressive selection of work in a group show. The gallery represents 36 artists and is truly international, showing work from afar as Japan, Spain and Britain as well as the Netherlands. Annemie Boissevain, the director of Galerie de Witte Voet since the very beginning, has chosen to show not only work from artists she has recently added to the gallery but also people she has worked with for many years. ‘Favourites’ will include work by ceramic artists who haven’t exhibited in the gallery for some time, such as Elly de Goede (NL) who hangs her ‘half teapots’, cups and other colourful crockery on painted paper trompe l’oeil tables attached to the wall. These entrancing stoneware pieces have the wit and humour of an Alice in Wonderland tea party. Martin Smith (GB) has worked with Annemie Boissevain since 1979 and she has always admired his pieces for their ‘architectural references’ and he shows recent sculptures which explore the formal qualities of clay as a medium. Annemie Boissevain arranges much of the work for this show on the wall of the gallery, and Smith’s pieces are ideal for the ‘grid’ arrangement Annemie has devised. Inspired by her visit to a museum in Florence, the sculptures are arranged on horizontal and vertical axes, inviting a dialogue between the diverse work on show. 

Susanne Hahn (D) includes semi-abstract work which has a strange title, influenced by her son’s dyslexia: ‘Biliologie’ (sic) explores biological forms in three dimensions while Satoru Hoshino (JP) has made a wall piece unlike anything else he has done previously. His work is, according to Annemie Boissevain, “about landscape, and sketching with clay on the wall” and this is very apparent in his organic blue and green glaze ‘outgrowths’. Belgian artist Anne Ausloos also works with the idea of landscape and includes pieces which acknowledge the alchemical process of making solid objects from ingredients sourced from the earth, reminding the viewer that clay contains subtle histories of a sense of place. In contrast, Nick Renshaw (GB) shows one of his engaging ‘humanoid’ forms, following his fourth visit to China and the completion of ambitious commissions in the Far East. Angel Garazza shows distinctive monochrome pieces developed from work last seen at Art Amsterdam in 2009 and Xavier Toubes, also from Spain, shows  a compelling semi-abstract figurative piece, a mysterious head.

This is an exciting, diverse exhibition which reveals much about the diversity of contemporary ceramic art from both Europe and beyond.
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